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INTRODUCTION OF THE ABRAHAM 

LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL COM-
MISSION ACT OF 1999

HON. RAY LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
the anniversary of former President Abraham 
Lincoln’s death to celebrate his life. Today, I 
am introducing the Abraham Lincoln bicenten-
nial Commission Act of 1999. This bill will es-
tablish a commission, the purpose of which 
would be to make recommendations to Con-
gress for a national program to honor former 
President Abraham Lincoln in the year 2009, 
the bicentennial celebration of his birth. 

Abraham Lincoln has gone down in history 
as one of our country’s greatest Presidents. 
As our sixteenth President, Abraham Lincoln 
served the country during a most precarious 
era. While most of the country looked to di-
vide, President Lincoln fought for unity and 
eventually saved the Union. With the belief 
that all men where created equal, President 
Lincoln led the charge to free all slaves in 
America. Without the determination and vision 
of President Lincoln, the country, as we know 
it, may not exist today. 

President Lincoln also serves as a national 
symbol of the ‘‘American Dream.’’ Born of 
humble roots in Hardin County, Kentucky on 
February 12, 1809, Abraham Lincoln rose to 
the Presidency though a legacy of honesty, in-
tegrity, intelligence and commitment to the 
United States of America. 

In 1909, America celebrated the centennial 
of President Lincoln’s birth in a manner de-
serving of his accomplishments. Congress ap-
proved placing the image of President Lincoln 
on a first-class stamp for the first time, made 
President Lincoln’s birth a national holiday, 
and passed legislation leading to the construc-
tion of the Lincoln Memorial here in Wash-
ington, D.C. Further, President Roosevelt ap-
proved placing the image of President Lincoln 
on the penny. 

As in 1909, the Congress should again 
honor President Lincoln in 2009, by estab-
lishing the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Com-
mission. Through this Commission, Congress 
will be able to demonstrate its appreciation for 
Abraham Lincoln’s accomplishments and ulti-
mate sacrifice for our country. This Commis-
sion will identify and recommend to Congress 
appropriate actions to carry out this mission 
and, through the recommendations of this 
Commission and subsequent acts of Con-
gress, the American people will benefit by 
learning about the life of President Lincoln. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the memory of President Lincoln 
by supporting the Abraham Lincoln Bicenten-
nial Commission Act of 1999. 
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TAXES AND HOME OWNERSHIP 

HON. PHIL ENGLISH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in favor of the preservation and exten-

sion of a very important benefit to all tax-
paying Americans. 

We all know the significance of today, April 
15th. And as lamentable as today is for every 
hard-working American who strives to save in-
come for themselves and their families, there 
is one component of the federal tax code 
every citizen should be granted. I am speaking 
about the tax deduction for interest paid on 
debt secured by the purchase of a home. 

Owning a home, Mr. Speaker, has to be, 
without doubt, the one goal every American 
shares. And far be it for the federal govern-
ment to stand in the way of that goal. What 
better way could the federal government assist 
with this dream than by granting every Amer-
ican a tax deduction on interest paid on a 
home mortgage. 

The benefits of home ownership are many. 
Most importantly, home ownership strengthens 
neighborhoods and families. It strengthens 
neighborhoods in that those who live in a 
home will also invest in the area in which they 
live, thereby supporting vibrant and pros-
perous communities. And owning a home fi-
nancially strengthens families, especially for 
parents who work hard to provide for their chil-
dren. 

Homes, Mr. Speaker, for families all across 
this land that live in one and hope to own one, 
are the greatest institutions our nation can 
build. That is why I rise today in strong sup-
port of, and encourage all members of this 
body to support, a resolution my colleague, 
Representative ROUKEMA, will introduce on the 
extension to every American of a tax deduc-
tion for interest paid on debt secured by a first 
or second home. 

Home ownership is the backbone of our 
great nation and must remain a dream within 
the grasp of every American. 
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TRIBUTE TO FREEHOLDER THE-
RESA BROWN ON BEING NAMED 
‘‘FREEHOLDER OF THE YEAR’’ 
BY THE NEW JERSEY CON-
FERENCE OF MAYORS 

HON. JIM SAXTON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, on April 22, 
1999, the New Jersey Conference of Mayors 
will bestow to Theresa D. Brown, Esq. the 
Freeholder of the Year Award for her dedi-
cated service to Burlington County and the 
State of New Jersey. Having worked closely 
on several issues with Ms. Brown, I believe 
that the Conference of Mayors made an out-
standing selection. 

Ms. Brown is the daughter of retired Air 
Force M/SGT Walter and Julie Brown. As a 
military dependent, Ms. Brown grew up in ex-
otic locales including France, the Philippines, 
Hawaii, and several other places within the 
United States. 

Upon graduating from Princeton University, 
Ms. Brown became a certified K–12 teacher in 
Social Studies, English, and French at the in-
termediate and high school levels in the East 
Windsor regional School District in Hightstown, 
New Jersey. From there, Ms. Brown worked 

with the New Jersey Education Association 
lobbying before the New Jersey Legislature 
and the United States Congress for the state’s 
largest teacher’s union. Additionally, Ms. 
Brown worked as the Planning Manager for 
mercer County Legal Services in Trenton. 

Seeking more challenges, Ms. Brown grad-
uated from Seton Hall Law School and worked 
as a law clerk for the Honorable Michael Pat-
rick King, P.J.A.D., Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Appellate Division of Westmont, New Jer-
sey. Theresa moved on to become an asso-
ciate with the Trenton firm of Picco, Mack, 
Herbert, Kennedy, Jaffe, and Yoskin and then 
an Assistant City Attorney for the City of Cam-
den. Ms. Brown served as an Assistant Direc-
tor of litigation for the New Jersey Department 
of the Public Advocate where she litigated 
automobile insurance rate-making cases be-
fore the Office of Administrative Law and the 
Appellate Division. Ms. Brown moved on to 
become a partner in the Camden firm of 
Derden and Brown and later served as an at-
torney with the New jersey Protection and Ad-
vocacy, Inc. in Trenton where she represented 
persons with disabilities. Currently, Ms. Brown 
practices in the area of family law. 

On January 1, 1997, Ms. Brown her 3-year 
term on the Burlington County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. With her election, she be-
came the first African-American woman elect-
ed to hold that position in Burlington County. 
Among the many duties she performs, 
Freeholder Brown oversees the operations of 
Burlington County College, the Special Serv-
ices School, and the Institute of Technology 
as well as Culture and Heritage, the county Li-
brary and the Consumer Affairs office. 

Freeholder Brown’s public service does not 
end with her duties on the Board of 
Freeholders. Freeholder Brown volunteers her 
time to civic organizations and is President of 
the Girl Scouts of the South Jersey Pines, Inc. 
which serves girls in Atlantic, Burlington, Cape 
May, Cumberland, and Gloucester Counties. 
Freeholder Brown is also a member of Girl 
Scouts of the U.S.A.’s Special Committee on 
Fund Development. Additionally, Freeholder 
Brown is a member of the Board of Directors 
for the Burlington County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and also serves on the 
Burlington County Board of Social Services. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere privilege to 
honor a dedicated public servant and this 
year’s recipient of the New Jersey Conference 
of mayors’ 1999 Freeholder of the Year 
Award, Freeholder Theresa D. Brown. A finer 
selection could not have been made. 
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MERGER BETWEEN AMERITECH 
AND SBC COMMUNICATION 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, there are a 
number of developments regarding the pro-
posed merger of Ameritech and SBC Commu-
nication that merit our attention, specifically re-
cent actions taken by the Federal Communica-
tion Commission. While I have not taken a po-
sition on the merger and do not plan to do so 
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